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adequate ventilation, and natural lighting. The foundations of
the house should consist of a concrete basis which will exclude
dampness and ground air. Dampness of the walls must be
prevented by reliable damp/proof courses and by covering the
walls above the ground'level with suitable material or by the
adoption of other means to make them impervious to driving
rain. Other causes of dampness due to structural defects must
be eliminated. Windows must be made of a size sufficient to
provide adequate natural lighting and should be so constructed
as to permit of them being readily opened so that the principle
of the open window may be easily applied in practice. A house
which is well illuminated with sunlight makes for cleanliness
and health.
Each room in a house should be provided with at least one
window which communicates directly with the open air. In a
bedroom where there is no fireplace some additional means of
ventilation must be provided. The total window surface should
be not less than one/tenth of the floor area of a room, and there
should be no added obstruction to the transmission of sun's rays
through the glass.
The size of a dwelling/house and the area of the rooms in
relation to health depend on the number and age of the occupants;
space, light, and moving air are essential to the health of young
adults and children.
REPAIR AND DEMOLITION. Apart from new con.
struction on sound lines, improvement in the standard of housing
calls for sustained investigation as to the need for repair and
demolition. By judicious repair and reconditioning with due
regard to the access of air and light, existing houses which are
considered unfit for 'healthy9 human habitation can be sufficiently
improved to conform to what is regarded as necessary to constitute
a healthy house. Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1936, empowers
Local Authorities to require owners of houses which are repre/
sented as being unfit for human habitation to execute such
necessary repairs as are specified in the notices at reasonable
expense. Section 88 of the Act places upon County Councils
the duty of giving constant regard to the housing conditions of
persons of the working^classes in rural districts, and of furnishing
information regarding such conditions at intervals of not less than
100